Frequently Asked Questions
What is Pretrial Supervision? Pretrial Supervision is
a non-financial supervised release program where the
defendant is assigned to an Officer who enforces all
conditions ordered by the court.
Supporting accreditation through the Florida
What does a defendant need to do after being
Corrections
Accreditation
Commission
released
to Pretrial Supervision?
A defendant
must
report in person to his or her assigned Officer at
2000 Main Street, Suite 101.
Affiliate Organization

What happens if a defendant fails to report after
being released
on Pretrial
Supervision?
National
Association
of Pretrial
A warrantServices
may beAgencies
issued for
a defendant who fails to
(NAPSA)
report to NAPSA.ORG
his or her assigned Officer.
******************************************************

Florida Corrections Accreditation
Commission (FCAC)
What steps
are necessary to be appointed the Public
WWW.FLACCREDIITATION.ORG
Defender? A defendant must complete an affidavit in

person and be found indigent for appointment of
counsel. Florida Police Accreditation Coalition

(FLA-PAC)
a WWW.FLA-PAC.ORG/
fee assessed when applying for the services

Is there
of the Public Defender? There is a $40 application
fee to be paid within 7 days to the Clerk of the Court.
How will I know who my Public Defender is?
Pretrial Services is not provided with Public Defender
assignments, but the defendant may call the Public
Defender’s Officer to inquire at (239) 335-2911.
For more
and
contact
information,
How
can Iinformation,
find out more
about
Pretrial
Supervision,
please
visit
our
website
at
:
screening for the Public Defender or how to refer
myappf.org
someone for the Felony Drug Court or Mental

Health Court
programs? When you call our main
f
line at (239) 533-1730, you will be directed to the
appropriate person to speak with.

National Association of
Pretrial Services Agencies (NAPSA )
Code of Ethics
Juan Ramos
Deputy Criminal Justice Director

•Assist the criminal justice system in its dealings with

pretrial defendants to the best of my ability and conLiza at
Maldonado
duct myself as a professional
all times;
•Respect the dignity
of
the
individual,
be they defenPretrial Services Manager
dants, victims, or fellow criminal justice professionals;
•Respect the dignity and integrity of the court;
•Respect the presumption of innocence of all defendants, until proven Case
guilty Management
beyond a reasonable
Unitdoubt,
and uphold the fundamental right of every accused
Ervin Gill
person who has been arrested and is facing prosecuCase
Management
Supervisor
tion under the U.S. criminal justice system;
•Pledge that the information I provide to the court
and the decisions I make are as accurate and objecIntake & Investigation Unit, 477-1584
tive as possible;
•Treat all people equally regardless
of race, national
Kirsten Ball
origin, disability, age, gender, sexual orientation or
&
religion;
Ed Wisniefski
•Protect the confidentiality
of all information obtained, except
necessary to Unit
prevent
serious,
Intakewhen
& Investigation
Supervisors
foreseeable, and/or imminent harm to a defendant or
other identifiable person (s);
•Avoid improprietyPretrial
or the appearance
impropriDiversion ofUnit
ety;
Amy and
Kinsey
•Avoid any conflicts of interest
will not evaluate,
supervise and/orPretrial
provideServices
services Coordinator
to anyone I have
an existing relationship with, nor enter into a personal or business relationship with anyone I evaluate,
supervise or provide services to;
•Continue to pursue my own professional developContact us:
ment and education to further my expertise in the
Lee
County
Pretrial Services
field;
•Promote the growth
of
pretrial
services,
as well as
1700 Monroe
Street
encourage and cooperate
with
research
and
developFort Myers, FL 33901
ment in advancing the field;
533-1730 principles
•Respect and promote(239)
the fundamental
and professional standards which guide pretrial services and will implement these best practices to the
extent I am able;
•Refrain from providing legal advice to any pretrial
defendants; and lastly,
• Promise to conduct myself as an individual of good
character who will act in good faith in making reliable, ethical judgments.
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HISTORY OF PRETRIAL SERVICES

HISTORY OF APPF

MEMBERSHIP

The first pretrial services program in the country, the
Manhattan Bail Project, was established in New York
City in 1961. The purpose was to assist judges in
making release decisions that were more consistent
and less dependent on release through financial
means. The experiences of the Manhattan Bail Project
launched what became known as the Bail Reform
Movement, during which statutes across the country
were rewritten to emphasize a preference for releasing arrestees on their own recognizance pending final
disposition of their charges. For this change to occur,
verified information about the arrestee was deemed
critical and pretrial screening and supervision programs were created to respond.

The Association of Pretrial Professionals of Florida (APPF)
began in 1989 and was formerly known as the Florida Association of Pretrial Professionals.

Membership includes access to training opportunities,
education, information sharing, and an opportunity to
network with pretrial services staff.

PRIMARY GOAL

Your membership contribution provides critical support
to ensure that APPF can continue to serve as a valuable
resource to pretrial programs in Florida.

The APPF is dedicated to providing pretrial practitioners
with the tools needed to expand, educate, and enhance
their programs.

APPF needs your support, join today!!!
APPF memberships are available in several formats, depending on the size of your organization. Below you will
see the 2013 membership rates and classifications:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Pretrial agencies are designed to intervene and
work with defendants at any point from arrest
through final disposition and differ depending on the
county and agencies operating them. Many pretrial
agencies are operated by the courts, sheriff’s offices
and probation departments, and are proven costeffective ways to assist courts and law-enforcement
officials.
Pretrial agencies’ services may include but are not
limited to the collection, verification and investigation of demographic and criminal history information, assessment of risk and need for defendants
facing criminal charges, determination of indigence
for appointment of counsel, presentation of compiled information to the court to aid in the release
decision, review of non-sentenced defendants for
release or resolution of the case for jail management, monitoring of cases from arrest to disposition, enforcement of conditions during the pretrial
stage with violations reported to the court, court
date reminders to reduce failure to appear rates,
early identification of eligible defendants for diversion programs and management of cases to facilitate
early disposition and facilitate timely case closure.

As an APPF member, you may vote in elections; run for
elected positions; serve as a regional representative, and
volunteer time on one of the many committees.

Individual Membership $25.00
Organizational Memberships:
2 – 10 Members- $75.00
11 – 20 Members- $125.00
21 – 30 Members- $175.00
31 + Members- $225.00
EXECUTIVE BOARD
The Board is composed of the President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Communications Director and Regional Directors. All board members are on a volunteer
basis and dedicate themselves to a minimum of three
years of service to the board. The board’s aims are to
provide education and training opportunities across the
state to pretrial practitioners to enhance the knowledge
and professionalism in the pretrial field.
The APPF has long served as a means of provided a process by which pretrial practitioners can share information
and ideas to better the field and unify across the state.

TRAINING
The APPF) has joined a partnership with the Florida
Police Accreditation Coalition (FLA-PAC) where
pretrial agencies have been graciously afforded the
opportunity to host training in conjunction with
FLA-PAC conferences. A statewide training is held
annually, as well as with conferences typically three
times a year in varied regions of the state.
The board makes all efforts to provide meaningful,
relevant and up-to-date training available in the pretrial field.

